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§ 590.4 Definitions. 
(a) All terms defined in 49 U.S.C. 

30102 are used in their statutory mean-
ing. 

(b) Bus, gross vehicle weight rating, 
multipurpose passenger vehicle, passenger 
car, and trucks are used as defined in 49 
CFR 571.3. 

(c) Production year means the 12-
month period between November 1 of 
one year and October 31 of the fol-
lowing year, inclusive.

§ 590.5 Response to inquiries. 
At any time during the production 

years ending October 31, 2004, October 
31, 2005, and October 31, 2006, each man-
ufacturer must, upon request from the 
Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance, 
provide information identifying the ve-
hicles (by make, model, and vehicle 
identification number) that have been 
certified as complying with Standard 
No. 138. The manufacturer’s designa-
tion of a vehicle as a certified vehicle 
is irrevocable.

§ 590.6 Reporting requirements. 
(a) General reporting requirements. 

Within 60 days after the end of the pro-
duction years ending October 31, 2004, 
October 31, 2005, and October 31, 2006, 
each manufacturer must submit a re-
port to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration concerning its 
compliance with Standard No. 138 (49 
CFR 571.138) for its passenger cars, 
multipurpose passenger vehicles, 
trucks, and buses with a gross vehicle 
weight rating of less than 4,536 kilo-
grams (10,000 pounds) produced in that 
year. Each report must— 

(1) Identify the manufacturer; 
(2) State the full name, title, and ad-

dress of the official responsible for pre-
paring the report; 

(3) Identify the production year being 
reported on; 

(4) Contain a statement regarding 
whether or not the manufacturer com-
plied with the requirements of Stand-
ard No. 138 (49 CFR 571.138) for the pe-
riod covered by the report and the 
basis for that statement; 

(5) Provide the information specified 
in paragraph (b) of this section; 

(6) Be written in the English lan-
guage; and 

(7) Be submitted to: Administrator, 
National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, 400 Seventh Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20590. 

(b) Report content—(1) Basis for state-
ment of compliance. Each manufacturer 
must provide the number of passenger 
cars, multipurpose passenger vehicles, 
trucks, and buses with a gross vehicle 
weight rating of 4,536 kilograms (10,000 
pounds) or less, except those vehicles 
with dual wheels on an axle, manufac-
tured for sale in the United States for 
each of the three previous production 
years, or, at the manufacturer’s option, 
for the current production year. A new 
manufacturer that has not previously 
manufactured these vehicles for sale in 
the United States must report the 
number of such vehicles manufactured 
during the current production year. 

(2) Production. Each manufacturer 
must report for the production year for 
which the report is filed: the number of 
passenger cars, multipurpose passenger 
vehicles, trucks, and buses with a gross 
vehicle weight rating of 4,536 kilograms 
(10,000 pounds) or less that meet Stand-
ard No. 138 (49 CFR 571.138). 

(3) Vehicles produced by more than one 
manufacturer. Each manufacturer 
whose reporting of information is af-
fected by one or more of the express 
written contracts permitted by 
S7.5(c)(3) of Standard No. 138 (49 CFR 
571.138) must: 

(i) Report the existence of each con-
tract, including the names of all par-
ties to the contract, and explain how 
the contract affects the report being 
submitted. 

(ii) Report the actual number of vehi-
cles covered by each contract.

§ 590.7 Records. 
Each manufacturer must maintain 

records of the Vehicle Identification 
Number for each vehicle for which in-
formation is reported under § 590.6(b)(2) 
until December 31, 2008.

§ 590.8 Petition to extend period to file 
report. 

A manufacturer may petition for ex-
tension of time to submit a report 
under this Part. A petition will be 
granted only if the petitioner shows 
good cause for the extension and if the 
extension is consistent with the public 
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interest. The petition must be received 
not later than 15 days before expiration 
of the time stated in § 590.6(a). The fil-
ing of a petition does not automati-
cally extend the time for filing a re-
port. The petition must be submitted 
to: Administrator, National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, 400 Sev-
enth Street, SW., Washington, DC 
20590.

PART 591—IMPORTATION OF VEHI-
CLES AND EQUIPMENT SUBJECT 
TO FEDERAL SAFETY, BUMPER 
AND THEFT PREVENTION STAND-
ARDS
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APPENDIX A TO PART 591—SECTION 591.5(f) 
BOND FOR THE ENTRY OF A SINGLE VEHI-
CLE

APPENDIX B TO PART 591—SECTION 591.5(f) 
BOND FOR THE ENTRY OF MORE THAN A 
SINGLE VEHICLE

APPENDIX C TO PART 591—POWER OF ATTOR-
NEY AND AGREEMENT

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 322(a), 30114; Pub. L. 
100–562, 102 Stat. 2824; Pub. L. 105–178, 112 
Stat. 469; delegations of authority at 49 CFR 
1.50 and 501.8.

SOURCE: 54 FR 40078, Sept. 29, 1989, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 591.1 Scope. 
This part establishes procedures gov-

erning the importation of motor vehi-
cles and motor vehicle equipment sub-
ject to the Federal motor vehicle safe-
ty, bumper, and theft prevention stand-
ards. 

[55 FR 11378, Mar. 28, 1990]

§ 591.2 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to ensure 

that motor vehicles and motor vehicle 
equipment permanently imported into 

the United States conform with theft 
prevention standards issued under part 
541 of this chapter and that they con-
form with, or are brought into con-
formity with, all applicable Federal 
motor vehicle safety standards issued 
under part 571 of this chapter and 
bumper standards issued under part 581 
of this chapter. The purpose of this 
part is also to ensure that noncon-
forming vehicles and equipment items 
imported on a temporary basis are ulti-
mately either exported or abandoned to 
the United States. 

[55 FR 11378, Mar. 28, 1990]

§ 591.3 Applicability. 

This part applies to any person offer-
ing a motor vehicle or item of motor 
vehicle equipment for importation into 
the United States. 

[55 FR 11378, Mar. 28, 1990]

§ 591.4 Definitions. 

All terms used in this part that are 
defined in 49 U.S.C. 30102, 32101, 32301, 
32502, and 33101 are used as defined in 
those sections except that the term 
‘‘model year’’ is used as defined in part 
593 of this chapter. 

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of NHTSA. 

NHTSA means the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration of the 
Department of Transportation. 

Dutiable value means entered value, 
as determined by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Original manufacturer means the enti-
ty responsible for the original manu-
facture or assembly of a motor vehicle, 
and does not include any person (other 
than such entity) who converts the 
motor vehicle after its manufacture to 
conformance with the Federal motor 
vehicle safety standards. 

[54 FR 40078, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 55 
FR 3747, Feb. 5, 1990; 55 FR 11378, Mar. 28, 
1990; 59 FR 52097, Oct. 14, 1994; 60 FR 57954, 
Nov. 24, 1995]

§ 591.5 Declarations required for im-
portation. 

No person shall import a motor vehi-
cle or item of motor vehicle equipment 
into the United States unless, at the 
time it is offered for importation, its 
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